
newindianexpress com03 BHUBANESWAR

Bhubaneswar: Vigilance on Tuesday arrested Excise joint 
commissioner Rama Chandra Mishra for allegedly accumulating 
disproportionate assets (DA).  Mishra was found in possession 
of DA to the tune of 172 per cent of his known sources of income. 
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In a first, 2nd vote-on-account 
of `95K crore taken in Odisha
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bhubaneswar

CHIEF Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi on Tuesday placed a vote-
on-account of  `95,000 crore to 
meet the expenditure for imple-
mentation of  gover nment 
schemes and other administra-
tive requirements for two 
months.

The vote-on-account will be in 
force for August and September. 
This is the second vote-on-ac-
count taken by the state govern-
ment during a financial year, 
which is a record for Odisha. 

Official sources said the need 
for taking the second vote-on-ac-
count arose as the Appropriation 
Bill for the 2024-25 budget will be 
placed for approval in the Assem-
bly on September 13. The chief  
minister had placed a budget of  

`2.65 lakh crore in the Assembly 
on July 25. 

The then BJD government in 
the state had taken a vote-on-ac-
count of  `1.18 lakh crore on Feb-
ruary 8 for four months of  the 
2024-25 financial year in view of  
the Lok Sabha and Assembly 
elections. The first 
vote-on-account will 
last till July 31. There-
fore, there was a need 
to take the approval of  
the House for making 
provision for function-
ing of  the government 
for next two months, said the 
sources.   

Major allocations for various 
schemes will be reflected in this 
exercise.  Several flagship 
schemes to be launched by the 
state government including Sub-
hadra Yojana and paddy purchase 

from farmers at minimum sup-
port price of  `3,100 per quintal, 
have received major chunk of  the 
allocations.

The two vote-on-accounts tak-
en by the government will ex-
haust `2,08,000 crore from the 
main budget to cover six months 

of  2024-25. Only 
`57,000 crore will be 
left for the next six 
months of  the finan-
cial year. Official 
sources maintained 
that the state gov-
ernment may have 

to go for a supplementary budget 
to cover all the schemes which 
have been announced. The ex-
penditure of  the government will 
increase as it has announced 19 
schemes in the 2024-25 budget. Al-
locations for the schemes will be 
made accordingly.

Oppn walkout 
over price rise
BHUBANESWAR: Accusing the 
state government of  failing to 
bring down the prices of  essential 
commodities, Opposition BJD 
staged a walkout from the Assem-
bly on Tuesday.

The issue cropped up during 
discussion on adjournment mo-
tion with BJD members alleging 
that prices of  essential commodi-
ties have skyrocketed within one-
and-a-half  months of  the new gov-
ernment assuming office in the 
state. It is unfortunate on the part 
of  government to say that it has 
no role to play in controlling the 
price rise, they said.

Trying to corner the state gov-
ernment over the price of  potato 
which is selling at `40-`50 at vari-
ous markets, BJD member Niran-
jan Pujari alleged that there was 
no action plan to bring the price 
under control. Not only potato, on-
ion is also selling at `50 per kg in 
the state. 

Leader of  the Congress Legisla-
ture Party Ramchandra Kadam 
came down heavily on the state 
government for remaining a mute 
spectator when prices of  essential 
commodities are going up. 

In his reply, Food Supplies and 
Consumer Welfare Minister 
Krushna Chandra Patra blamed 
the previous BJD government for 
the potato and onion crisis in the 
state. “The potato and onion mis-
sions of  the erstwhile government 
have failed completely. Around 
`270 crore was wasted for these 
initiatives. Besides, the BJD gov-
ernment also failed to construct 
cold storages during the last 24 
years,” he said.  ENS

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
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CHIEF Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi on Tuesday said his gov-
ernment has laid the foundation 
for transforming the state to 
‘Viksit Odisha’ by 2036 when it 
will celebrate 100th year of  its 
formation.

In his point-by-point rebuttal 
of  the claims of  Opposition 
Leader Naveen Patnaik who 
took a dig at the ruling BJP by 
terming it as ‘name changer 
government’ and all its promis-
es in election manifesto as ‘Jum-
la’, the chief  minister said only 
time will tell which government 
is a game changer.

Describing the first budget of  

his government as welfare-cen-
tric, realistic and revolutionary, 
Majhi said, “It is a firm commit-
ment of  my government to cover 
all eligible women under Sub-
hadra Yojana. The Women and 
Child Development department 
is preparing guidelines which 
will be completed within first 
100 days of  this government.”

Asserting that funds will not 
be a constraint to implement the 
scheme, the CM said if  neces-
sary, additional budgetary pro-
vision will be made. Dispelling 
the apprehensions of  the Leader 
of  Opposition (LoP) about im-
plementation of  various prom-
ises made by BJP, he said it is 
quite natural for Naveen to sus-
pect as his government failed 

miserably to implement many 
schemes announced by him dur-
ing his long tenure as chief  
minister.

Majhi said a number of  
schemes announced by the BJD 
government never saw light of  
the day as the intention of the re-
gional party was to cheat the peo-
ple to win election. Pointing out 
a few schemes, the CM sought to 
know about the status of  the pro-
posed world class new Barabati 
Stadium. “Was it not a Jumla?” 
he questioned.

The last ditch attempt by the
Naveen Patnaik government to 
hijack the free rice supplied by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
under Garib Kalyan Yojana by 
distributing a bag carrying BJD 

symbol with ‘Ama Odisha Nabin 
Odisha’ logo before the general 
election was the biggest Jumla, 
Majhi said.

“The 5T programme under 
which schools were painted with 
green colour (the colour of  BJD) 
turned out to be another Jumla 
as the school dropout rate is one 
of  the highest in the country,” he 
said.

Promising farmers a cash as-
sistance of  `10,000 per annum 
under KALIA Yojana before elec-
tion and reducing the amount to 
`4,000 after winning the 2019 
polls was another Jumla of  the 
BJD government. “What hap-
pened to the much-tom-tommed 
PEETHA scheme and Jaga Mis-
sion,” Majhi asked the LoP.

State lost 6.57L PMAY-G houses, govt blames BJD 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bhubaneswar

ODISHA government on Tuesday 
said the state lost nearly 6.58 lakh 
housing units under the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana-Gramin 
(PMAY-G) in the last eight years 
and blamed the previous BJD re-
gime for it.

Replying to a question from 
BJP MLA Manas Dutta, Panchay-
ati Raj and Drinking Water Min-

ister Rabi Narayan Naik informed 
the Assembly that the previous 
government failed to submit the 
list of  beneficiaries to the Centre 
in time from 2016 to 2024. As a re-
sult, the state lost central assist-
ance for 6,57,945 PMAY-G houses 
during this period.

The minister said the central 
government has so far sanctioned 
over 42.18 lakh houses to the state 
out of  which more than 36.57 lakh 
units have been constructed. Over 

5.27 lakh housing units are under 
construction. Work on 32,913 
sanctioned houses is yet to start 
and 1,26,719 applications are pend-
ing for approval.

After the outbreak of  Covid-19, 
the then government could not 
prepare a final list of  PMAY ben-
eficiaries till the end of  2022-23 
financial year leading to protest 
from the BJP over alleged irregu-
larities in beneficiary selection. 

Responding to a separate query 

from BJD MLA Dhruba Charan 
Sahu, Naik who is also the Minis-
ter for Rural Development, said 
8,300 villages of  the state have no 
all-weather connectivity. Of  the 
59,971 villages in the state, all-
weather connectivity has been 
provided to 51,671 villages under 
PMGSY. Road connectivity pro-
gramme taken up for 1,226 villag-
es under the state programme of  
the previous government has 
been completed.

CM MAJHI REBUTS NAVEEN’S ‘JUMLA’ JIBE

ASSEMBLY
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Chief Minister Mohan Majhi addressing 
the Assembly on Tuesday |  EXPRESS

‘No plan to prevent govt 
docs from pvt practice’

Bhubaneswar: The Odisha 
government has no proposal to 

take measures like AIIMS to 
prevent private practice of doctors 
employed in the state-run medical 
colleges and hospitals. In a written 

reply to a question from BJD MLA 
Dhruba Charan Sahu, Health and 

Family Welfare Minister Mukesh 
Mahaling said there is no 

government proposal to take 
measures like AIIMS. 

BJD, Cong attack govt 
over spl status to state

Bhubaneswar: The Opposition BJD 
and Congress on Tuesday targeted 

the government for remaining 
silent over the demand for special 

category state status to Odisha 
and asked Chief Minister Mohan 

Charan Majhi to clarify whether he 
raised the issue at the meeting of 

NITI Aayog in New Delhi. 
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